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Minutes: 2013-14/2nd Meeting of the Rules and Procedures Committee 

The 2nd Meeting of the Rules and Procedures Committee of the Students’ Senate (2013-

14) was held on 7th November, 2013. It was called to order by the Parliamentarian, 

Students’ Senate at 10:15 PM. 

Attendance 

The attendance record of the members was as follows: 

Anurag Sahay (Parliamentarian; Convener ex-officio)  Present 
Praveen Honhar (UG Senator; Member) Present 
Vivek B. (PG Senator; Member) Present 
V. Srinivasan (Chairman, Students’ Senate; Member ex-officio) Present 
 

No other Senator or special invitee attended the Meeting. 

The following agenda items were taken up for consideration: 

1. To consider the constitutional amendment pertaining to the 

expansion of standing subcommittees of the Senate 

The Committee considered the proposal to expand the Rules and Procedures 

Committee, the Nominations Committee and the Steering Committee sent to the 

Committee by the Senate for its opinion.  

The Committee considered the issue of the Senate’s inability to sometimes elect PG 

Senators to its standing committees. In this regard, the Committee proposes that a 

failsafe be added, allowing the Senate to elect a UG Senator if no interested PG Senators 

are found, and vice-versa. It was thus decided that, with this failsafe, for all three of 

these subcommittees, the UG Senators shall be increased from 1 to 2, and the PG 

Senators shall be increased from 1 to 2. The Committee then drafted the text of the 

constitutional amendment.  

The following text was proposed by the Committee: 

In Chapter 4, Article 4.05 (b) shall be amended to read: 

b. It shall consist of the Chairperson of the Senate, who shall be its ex-officio 

Convener, two UG Senators and two PG Senators. If no suitable PG Senators 

(respectively UG Senators) are found, the Senate may, by resolution elect 

up to one UG Senator (respectively PG Senator) instead. 
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In Chapter 4, Article 4.06 (b) shall be amended to read: 

b. It shall consist of the Parliamentarian of the Senate, two UG Senators and 

two PG Senators. If no suitable PG Senators (respectively UG Senators) are 

found, the Senate may, by resolution elect up to one UG Senator 

(respectively PG Senator) instead. 

In Chapter 4, Article 4.07 (b) shall be amended to read: 

b. It shall consist of the President, the Chairperson, two PG Senators and 

two UG Senators. If no suitable PG Senators (respectively UG Senators) are 

found, the Senate may, by resolution elect up to one UG Senator 

(respectively PG Senator) instead. 

The Committee then deliberated on its opinion of the constitutional amendment. The 

Committee strongly favoured the amendment, and believed that the amendment would 

help improve the working of the Senate by enhancing the efficiency of these committees, 

and allowing these committees to handle more work that the Senate does not need to 

deal with. Hence, the Committee recommends that the Senate pass this constitutional 

amendment, and directed the Chair to forward the opinion of the Committee to the 

Senate. 

2. To consider the constitutional amendment to increase the 

representation of girls in the Senate. 

The Committee considered the proposal to increase the representation of girls in the 

Senate by splitting the “Girls’ Representative” post to a “UG Girls’ Representative” and 

“PG Girls’ Representative”. The Committee then drafted the constitutional amendment 

as follows: 

In Chapter 2, Article 2.03 (b) shall be amended to read: 

b. Senators representing every undergraduate batch/year, 2-Yr. M.Sc. and 

postgraduate students and UG and PG Girls Representatives (in case no 

Senator has otherwise been elected from the UG Girls or PG Girls 

community respectively). 

In Chapter 3, Article 3.13 shall be amdend to read: 

3.13 In case no UG girl senator (respectively PG girl senator) is elected, the 

UG Girls’ Representative (respectively PG Girls’ Representative) should be 

held just after or during the general election and the same election council 

should conduct it.  
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The Committee then deliberated on its opinion of the constitutional amendment. The 

Committee strongly favoured the amendment and felt that there was a need for such an 

increase in female representation. Hence, the Committee recommends that the Senate 

pass this constitutional amendment, and directed the Chair to forward the opinion of 

the Committee to the Senate. 

3. To consider the Students’ Governance Report and its applicability to 

various posts in the Students’ Gymkhana. 

The Chairman, Students’ Senate informed the Committee about the context of the 

Students’ Governance Report and its current applicability to the Gymkhana. The 

Committee deliberated on the report and its applicability and decided that the following 

rules should be applicable to positions within the Students’ Gymkhana: 

For the following academic programs of the institute, “normal duration” is defined as – 

Undergraduate (BT/BS) 8 Semesters 
Dual Degree (BT-MT/BS-MS) 10 Semesters 
Double Major (BT-BT/BS-BS/BT-BS) 10 Semesters 
MTech 4 Semesters 
MSc (two-year) 4 Semesters 
MDes, MBA and other eq. programmes 4 Semesters 
PhD 8 Semesters 
 

For all nominated or elected posts of the Gymkhana (including the officebearers and 

other council, festival and senate positions) except for nominees to Institute level 

committees, a student will only be eligible to apply if: 

i. He/she has not exceeded their normal duration (except for PhD students) or 

their maximum duration as defined in the UG or PG Manual (for all students), 

ii. He/she has permission from her advisor (in case of PhD students who have 

exceeded normal duration or PhD students who are in an advance stage of their 

thesis). 

iii. He/she will not exceed normal duration during the tenure of the posts for which 

he/she is applying and he/she guarantees in writing his/her stay on campus 

during the tenure of the post. 

iv. He/she has not been put on Warning or Academic Probation by the SUGC. 

v. He/she has not been debarred from holding positions by standing committees of 

the Academic Senate (in particular, by the SSAC). 

vi. He/she has a CPI greater than 6.5 (for UG students) and 7.5 (for PG students who 

have not completed their coursework) and 7.0 (for PG students who have 

completed their coursework). 
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For nominees to Institute level committees (in particular, Students’ Senate nominees to 

standing committees of the Academic Senate), all the above rules except (i), (ii) and (iii) 

shall apply.  

Further the Committee recommends the following: 

a. The Constitution should be amended by the Senate to include the 

abovementioned rules in the Constitution and/or its appendices. 

b. When appointing any position, the Senate shall specify the tenure of the post as 

required in the above rules. 

The Committee directed its Chair to forward the above to the Senate for its 

consideration. 

The Meeting was adjourned by the Parliamentarian at 11:55 PM. 

 

Anurag Sahay 

Parliamentarian, Students’ Senate 


