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IIT Kanpur believes in the holistic development of students and the philosophy of
inculcating complete education through personality and leadership development
among them. To inculcate these skills among the campus junta, Public Policy and
Opinion Cell has been organising various events and activities throughout the year.

Policy Conclave is the annual flagship event of Public Policy and Opinion Cell, IIT
Kanpur which includes enlightening talks by eminent personalities, engaging
workshops, political and policy-based competitions and thought provoking
discussions aimed at bringing a positive social impact, helping students in forming a
well-rounded opinion and ultimately becoming leaders of tomorrow.

Through this conclave, our aim is to provide the campus community with first-class
exposure to world leaders, policymakers, historians and the frontier of economics for
years. In the past, we have hosted journalists, politicians, bureaucrats and corporates
as a part of Policy Conclave. This year we conducted the fourth edition of Policy
Conclave that included more events, workshops, and competitions on the PAN India
level. We had a total of more than 1600+ participants from more than 100+ Colleges
including IIM, IIT, NIT, DU in the various competitions.

Competitions
Competitions introduced in Policy Conclave’21 were continued with emphasis to
touch upon newer fields of policymaking. All the competitions were organised in
virtual mode.

1. Lok Niti: A Public Policy Hackathon
The competition aims at analysing real-world problems and devising new
initiatives and changes in the existing policy framework of government to
tackle the crisis at hand. The problem statements for Conclave’22 were from
the fields of International Relations and Electoral & Democratic Reforms.



Divided into two rounds, the first being the submission of the policy brief
elaborating potential solutions for the given problem statement followed by a
Presentation Round, the competition challenges participants in not policy
framing but also well communication of ideas. A total of 8 teams from colleges
across the nation qualified and presented their novel ideas and solutions to an
esteemed panel of judges.

The event was organised in collaboration with Chennai Centre for China
Studies and Association for Democratic Reforms who provided us with
necessary problem statements from contemporary issues and judges for the
presentation round.

A total prize money of ₹10,000 was distributed to the top two performers of
each stream.

2. Rajneeti: A Political Case study Competition
The field of political consultancy has gained rapid momentum in our nation
with all major political parties seeking help from top political consulting firms
in and around the world. To give participants a flavour of what goes around in
this field, we organised Rajneeti in partnership with Janta ka Mood.

Participants had to analyse existing electoral data of the state and based upon
social structures, demands and expectations of voters and the background of
contesting leaders, they have to come up with optimum electoral strategy and
consultation for that region. They were given 3 problem statements covering
political issues in Punjab, Bihar and UP.
The event was conducted in 3 rounds: Quiz, Submission of Case Study,
Presentation.

A total prize money of ₹7,000 was distributed to the top three performers of the
competitions.

3. The Knowledge Hunt
This competition was our attempt to outreach school students and introduce
them to the world of governance and policymaking. An online quiz comprising
of 90 questions from topics of history, political sciences, economy, geography
and logical reasoning was conducted for students of classes 6-12.



The competition was organised in 3 pools:
● Pool A: Classes 6-8
● Pool B: Classes 9-10
● Pool C: Classes 11-12

The competition had a registration fee of ₹ 120 (inclusive of GST).

Prize worth ₹10,000 were given in the Knowledge Hunt along with goodies.
Top performers even got the chance to attend all events in Policy Conclave.

4. Policy Cipher: Treasure Hunt
Envisioned on the lines of popular online treasure hunts, the event demands a
good knowledge of national, international, geopolitical and legal issues and
extraordinary googling skills. Solving cryptic clues to come up at the next
stage, the fun event attracted a large participation.

A total prize money of ₹ 3,000 was distributed to the top three performers of
the competitions.

Workshops
The Conclave also comprised of two workshops to be conducted on the weekends.

1. Introduction to Political Consultancy: In collaboration with Janta ka
Mood, the workshop explores the current scope of political consultancy in
India as a career choice. The following topics were covered during the
workshop:

a. Elections and Campaign Design
b. Social Media and Speech Analysis
c. Role of Surveys in elections
d. Political Data Intelligence

2. Policy Research Workshop: Policymaking for a nation as large as India is
indeed a challenging task. To analyze India's rise as an emerging power and its
implications for the world by analyzing geopolitical events, we organised a
Policy Research Workshop in collaboration with Chennai Centre for China
Studies. Topics covered in the workshop were:

a. Building new and vibrant India
b. Meeting climate change goal: Technology development and transfer



Talks and Panel Discussion

Policy Conclave’22 hosted distinguished speakers from various fields of public policy
and governance.

The key highlight of the Conclave was the address by Hon’ble Minister Mr Piyush
Goyal to the students of IIT Kanpur. He laid great emphasis on the role of IITs and
other technical institutes in nation building and policymaking and urged the students
to contribute towards the development of our nation. The event was well received by
the student community and saw a participation of 500+.

Talks by various government bureaucrats including Ms Ira Singhal, Mr Anil Swarup
and Mr Abhishek Singh also attracted large participation. The following table lays
the list of speakers along with the topic covered by the guest speaker:

Date Speaker Topic

11 Feb

Ms Ira Singhal
IAS Officer
Deputy Commissioner, Office of
Divisional Commissioner, New
Delhi

Life as a Bureaucrat

12 Feb

Mr Pankaj Agarwal
Founder & CEO Taghive

Future of EdTech
How technology can decrease the gap in
education between urban and rural
population

Mr Jaskirat Singh
North Zone Coordinator,
Association of Democratic Reforms

Technology in Democracy

Mr Anil Swarup
Former Secretary, School
Education & Coal, Govt of India;
Author of "Ethical Dilemmas of a
Civil Servant"

Reforms in Bureaucracy of India
The goal of the talk was to understand
bureaucracy, its common problems and
their solutions to make our bureaucracy
more efficient and robust.



Mr Abhishek Singh
CEO MyGov; President & CEO
NeGD; MD & CEO Digital India
Corporation (DIC) at Govt of India

Role of technology in bringing
government closer to citizens by
simplifying and optimising government
public interface via technology.

Mr Nilotpal Mrinal
Poet, Social Activist and Author of
"Dark Horse" & "Aughad"

Life Beyond UPSC
Mr Mrinal is one of the most celebrated
Hindi Authors and Poets. This diversity
in his personality is what we wish to
expose our audience to, giving them an
idea of how he has found an alternative
way besides being a bureaucrat to
harness his talent and making an identity
for himself out of it.

13 Feb

Mr Sanjay Abhigyan
Executive Editor and State Head,
Amar Ujala, Uttrakhand

How Journalism Impacts Public Policy

Hon’ble Minister Shri Piyush
Goyal
Minister of Textiles, Minister of
Commerce and Industry and
Minister of Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public Distribution.

Road to Development
Shri Piyush Goyal Ji interacts with
students of IIT Kanpur on how young
Indians can contribute to the bright
future of the country.

M R Venkatesh
Economist; Advocate; Prolific
writer & Author of "A handbook on
Antidumping"

Economy, Development and
Civilisation
Talk's goal will be to explain how to
nurture our civilization, develop the
nation, raise the economy, and find
common links between them.

Mr Syed Nazakat
Founder and CEO, DataLEADS
Mr Govindraj Ethiraj
Journalist; Cofounder of
FactChecker & BOOM

Panel Discussion on Tackling fake news
in Digital Media



Mr Ravi Kapoor
IRS Officer; Mentor UPSC

Disqualifying the myth that the UPSC
exam is one of the toughest
examinations in the world by
super-simplifying everything from
strategy to syllabus.

ASSOCIATES & SPONSORS

Title Sponsor

Media Partner

Competition Partner



MEDIA COVERAGE:

The event was covered extensively in both print & digital media. Amar Ujala released
3 articles highlighting day wise proceedings of the Conclave along with experiences
of participants and team members.
Further several other media outlets covered the session of Hon’ble Minister Mr Piyush
Goyal. A total of 41 media agencies covered that session. Some of them are listed
below.



Finances

The Cell raised a total of Rs. 53,000 via marketing and registration fee for the
Knowledge Hunt. This was the first time the Cell hosted a paid competition and we
plan to include more events under the paid category in our future endeavours.

Team

Name Position

Aditya K. Rao Overall Co-ordinator

Nikhil K. Singh Overall Co-ordinator

Devang Uniyal Manager, Events



Gaurav Dadhich Manager, Events

Shubhi Kant Manager, Policy Research

Sunny K. Bhagat Manager, Policy Research

Purushottam Ojha Manager, Design and Web

Arjun Ajay Manager, Design and Web

Abhinav Manager, Finance & Marketing

Aman Dixit Manager, Design and Web

Tanishq Gupta Manager, Design and Web


