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Hello, I am Himanshu Pandey (10300), contesting for the post of President, Students’ 
Gymkhana. 
 
During my stay in IIT Kanpur, I have always felt a distinct pride in being a part of this 
campus. The intellect level of peers and professors alike, facilities and opportunities 
available and the culture and beauty of the campus made me appreciate being an 
IITian even more. Coupled with this sense of affection, came the incentive to work for 
the development of Gymkhana, which is essentially responsible for continuously 

striving to make the campus a better place. I joined the Students’ Senate with an aim to understand the 
system and work for it in pure faith. In my limited capacity as a senator and a convener of COSHA, I 
endeavoured to take significant initiatives. Even my involvement in Gymkhana via Sports, Cultural and Films 
and Media Council has rendered the opportunity to acquaint myself with a comprehensive understanding of 
Students’ Gymkhana.  
 
I have absolute faith in the capabilities of the Students’ Gymkhana and believe that it can help us reach such a 
target Utopian system that advances the Career of the students, enrich their Culture and holistically 
contributes in the welfare of the Community. The three C’s shall remain my priority, and my manifesto 
signifies my humble approach towards using the 3 C’s to make the campus a better place. 
 
However, my goals cannot be attained without your priceless assistance and support, which is what I am here 
to seek. My aim as a president can be succinctly summarised through my favourite lines from the Gymkhana 
Constitution:  
 
 

“For the purpose of 

Fostering a corporate life based on equality of status and sounds moral 

Judgement; 

 

Developing all round extra-curricular activities to supplement education; 

 

And 

Advancing the general welfare of our fellow students 

We, the students of Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur resolve to 

Constitute a self-governing democratic organization called Students’ 

Gymkhana and do hereby adopt this Constitution.” 
 
Yours Sincerely 

Himanshu Pandey 
 
Vision  
As the Gymkhana President, my vision would be to develop Students’ Gymkhana 
into a comprehensive college administrative body in each and every field viz. 
sports, cultural, media, science and technology. I believe this target pinnacle can 
be achieved through empowering the students by increasing the level of 
awareness about opportunities and systems, making information easily 
accessible, assisting students in making informed campus-related and more 
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importantly career-related choices. My aim is to holistically improve all 
administrative and academic systems and infrastructure to make them more 
student-friendly. My ultimate goal is a better campus through better people for 
which I’ll strive to provide more opportunities to students for personal and 
professional development. To promote the interests of the student community, I 
shall ensure fair and capable representation of students in all forums such as 
those responsible for curriculum determination, policy reforms etc. An efficient, 
successful and harmonious student-run campus is what I envision IIT Kanpur as, 
during my tenure. 

 
Mission 
My primary goal as the President will be the following, which I shall strive to 
achieve through every single endeavour during my tenure: 
 
“Empower students to become focussed towards their career and life goals” 
 
“Bridge the gap between the Gymkhana and the student community through 

maximum transparency of the administrative functions” 
 
However, as a president, it is also essential to acknowledge that the valuable 
initiatives conceived by all my capable predecessors put together are perhaps 
more significant than what I can individually bring forth in a single tenure. I 
intend to devote maximum efforts to ensure that all the work already 
undertaken on proposals by previous senates is justified by the outcomes. At the 
same time, in order to fulfil my individual visions for the Gymkhana and the 
student community, I will initiate and implement a number of new reforms. This 
multifaceted responsibility would require a President to be an efficient 
executioner as well as an intelligent policy maker. To achieve my mission of an 
empowered, aware, motivated and successful campus community, I personally 
guarantee that I shall carry out my duties with a balanced trade off of the two 
aforementioned roles.  

 
 

Top Priority Targets 
 
Academic Review Committee 
 
Academic swiftness is an important aspect for every student. The ARC for 
undergraduate had submitted its report, with suggestions of certain major 
reforms, which the students’ senate has already started to work upon.  
I believe it is important to carefully chart out the transition procedure while 
proposing significant and major academic reforms so that the process of 
implementation can be smoothly and rapidly put into 
effect.                                         
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On a similar note, the PG ARC has completed its first draft. However, it is still in 
its natal stages; there is still a lot to accomplish and a lot that requires immediate 
attention.                                                                                     
I propose to put in effect the following measures: 

 Appropriate usage of the Online Feedback Form to gather feedback of IITK 
junta about relevant academic problems.  

 Apart from SUGC/SPGC and DUGC/DPGC, I believe Students’ Senate is also an 
important platform to discuss academic problems and their solutions and 
hence shall promote the same on senate floor.               

                                                                                                               
CDC (Career Development Centre) 
 
With the increasing number of career options for the student community viz., 
start-ups, GRE, research, IAS etc., we are in dire need of a capable organization 
that can help in guiding students to plan their future early on, enhancing 
students’ understanding of the professional world and equip them with the 
essential skills for future success. 
CDC will be a platform that provides support, resources and meaningful 
opportunities to students for exploring their career interests, maintaining 
relationships with employers, graduate and professional schools, and engaging 
alumni to facilitate their connection to students.  
It can collaborate with SPO to overcome the current shortcomings of the 
placement candidates in the campus by ensuring proper guidance and tutoring of 
students through professionals like a full time Campus Career Counsellor (CCC), 
or even through successful, experienced alumni. 

 
Health Centre  
 
Inspite of the essential nature of the healthcare facility, it is unfortunate that the 
campus Health Centre fails to live up to the expectation of the campus residents. 
The wheels of correction have been set in motion with the start of the HC 
extension in Hall 10 and the recent HC report passed by the senate but we can 
still go a long way in fixing all related complaints by adopting the following 
measures: 

 Further extension and expansion of Health Centre on the lines of the Hall 10 
extension. 

 Digitization of prescriptions and hospital records. 

 Rapid implementation of the recommendations provided in the HC report. 
 
Journalism: A way to make things more transparent 
I envision the IITK media as the embodiment of an efficient, thriving, impactful 
and popular journalism culture that will actually make a difference. Relevant 
reforms in the direction could be as follows: 
 
 Online news portal with regular updates including a forum for feedback and 
discussion by the campus community. 
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 Relevant and well managed YouTube channel can also be a brilliant way of 
keeping in touch with the campus junta. 

 Further improve and popularise the existing publications including Vox Populi, 
N.E.R.D., Campus Magazine by increasing the number of issues, publishing them 
online, improvement in quality and promotion. 

 
       Gymkhana and Hall of Residences 

 
Being the chair of COSHA, the President’s role becomes very important. He acts 
as a bridge between the Hall HEC and Students’ Gymkhana since each becomes 
ineffective without the other. Over the past two years, COSHA has emerged as 
an integral part of Students’ Gymkhana. This year the floor of COSHA saw several 
new initiatives such as: 
 DHCP corrected Wi-Fi facility 
 Centralized Cycle auctioning  
Apart from the above, there are several other proposals that are on their way 
like Centralized Laundry system, COSHA calendar, which I intend to speed up and 
optimally implement.   

 
Alumni Network 
 
The Alumni is one of the institute’s biggest assets. We have been working 
tirelessly hard to strengthen this network. Alumni Reunions have certainly 
upgraded the interaction. However, there are more resources to tap. Some 
bodies which interact with Alumni on various levels are the ACP, ARC and AA. 
All these cells have been working well individually but lack proper coordination 
amongst themselves. I aim to bridge this gap by promoting regular discussions 
with the help of ARC. Initiatives such as Club based Alumni Database can be 
promoted.  
 

International Relation Cell 
 
IRC is a relatively new office as compared to other Institute bodies in IIT Kanpur. 
It plays a key role in forming collaborative research projects and exchange 
programs with other world renowned universities. Even though we definitely 
have had some improvement in these areas through IRC, the rate was not quite 
up to the mark. Some MoUs have been signed and renewed, but I believe that a 
lot more can be achieved through motivated and channelled efforts.  
I will follow up with the administration to allow sufficient official representation 
of the student community in IRC.  
We need to focus on collaborations with more universities and more MoUs need 
to be signed. Initiatives such as meetings with foreign embassies (to inform them 
about IITK curriculum and grandeur, academic level and promote collaborations) 
can be undertaken. 
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Campus Welfare 
 
From the moment we enter this campus, the Institute support staff and 
Professors put in their best effort to nurture our future. However, what is often 
forgotten in the process is our responsibility towards the campus and its people. 
Most people call the campus their “home, away from home”. I think it is high 
time we, the student community, start giving back to this foster home of ours. 
Voluntary community service options like Library duties can be made open for 
students. We need to emphasize on all plausible areas where the students can 
help other students as well as other institute residents through initiatives like 
Sports Tutors. 

 
Gymkhana Review Committee  
 
This year on the senate floor, a major proposal was successfully passed. Despite 
the controversies regarding the functioning and structure of the committee, GRC 
came into existence. I believe that apart from reviewing Students’ Gymkhana, a 
planned approach can guarantee the efficient working of the Gymkhana. Over 
the past, ideas for a body similar to planning commission were put forward. I 
plan to follow the same ideology and aim to increase the purview of this 
committee by changing it to the Gymkhana Review/Planning committee so that 
proposals with long term benefit can be drafted. 
 

CLUBS  
 

E-Cell 
It is quite evident that E-cell, IITK has surpassed its infancy and is ready to create 
a significant footprint in the international community. My aim is to develop a 
great culture in creating work avenues and promoting innovation. However, a lot 
still needs to be done to alter the popular perception of E-cell as a tool to get 
internship and actually help it embody the beginning of a revolutionary 
entrepreneurial culture in our campus. 
I aim to promote events which are frequent and of longer duration such as 
inviting successful, renowned entrepreneurs to stay in the campus for stay a 
week to actually enable the students to satisfactorily interact and derive 
inspiration from them. I would try to increase the reach of E cell to bring in 
projects as well. 

 
Prayas 
Currently we have about 120 kids enrolled in classes 3 to 12. I believe the motive 
of PRAYAS is not only to impart curricular education but also an overall 
personality development of kids to help them tackle future problem in their life.  
Unfortunately, there are various problems which cannot be ignored like lack of 
space, especially in winters. I shall try my best to address these problems at the 
earliest. External NGOs can be contacted by Prayas for manpower, mentoring 
and funds. Medical facility at health centre for Prayas students can be suggested.  
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Gymkhana Lectures and Discussion Cell (GLDC)  
 
A valuable, but somewhat dormant platform, in my belief, the GLDC has a huge 
potential to encourage an academic and scientific culture within the campus. The 
discussion part of this cell has become especially dormant and needs to be 
revamped. An easy way of doing that could be incorporating intellectual hobby 
groups within this club.  
 
Other interesting initiatives like online streaming of discussions, regular group 
discussions on cutting edge technology, career discussions with off sea alumni 
via Skype etc. can also be encouraged. 

 
GE3 
 
Inclusion of Green Opus in General Championship has definitely reduced the 
food and electricity wastage. Currently, initiatives like solar tree have surfaced 
and are under process. There are other projects such as Green Auto-rickshaw (In 
collaboration with SIFE) which can be beneficial for the society.   
 
I aim to develop the current projects. Moreover, I believe GE3 can also assist and 
work along with EAC to make this campus environmentally better. 

 

 

Credentials 
 

 Senator, Y10 batch (thrice) 

 Convener, COSHA Students’ Gymkhana (2012-2013)  

 Acting Convener, Students’ Senate (20th  - 28th October 2012 )  

 Chairman, Students Senate Ad-Hoc Committee (Constitutional Amendments for COSHA) 

 Member of Senate Ad-Hoc Committee (Cashless Festival committee) 

 COSHA Nominee Students’ Gymkhana (2011-2012)  

 President’s Nominee, CEMMC Meeting on Taxi Service Empanelment 
 
Initiatives Taken  

 Proposal for Hall Allocation Policy 2012-13 with the President, Students’ Gymkhana 

 Proposal for lighting facility at the Tennis wall 

 Proposal for footpath construction beside the Tennis court 

 Proposal for DHCP corrected Wi-Fi facility in Hall quads 

 Assisted the President in proposal for Centralized Cycle auctioning 

 Initiated the process for establishment of I-collect and PoS machine in Hall Messes, with the 
President, Students’ Gymkhana 

 Assisted the President in proposal for Centralized furniture clean-up in Halls 
 
Institute Clubs/ Festival 
Festivals 

 Executive, Marketing Antaragni’11, 2012 

 Assistant Coordinator, Junkyard Wars Techkriti-2011  
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Sports 

 Best Incoming Sportsperson in Table Tennis 2010 

 Silver Medallist in a Team Event(Table Tennis) in Inter IIT Sports Meet Roorkee’12 

 Member, Table Tennis Team at Inter-IIT Sports Meet Delhi-2010  

 Secured 4th place in a Team Event(Table Tennis) in Inter-IIT  Sports Meet Kharagpur’11 

 Gold Medallist in a Team Event(Table Tennis) in MNIT Sports Meet-2010 

 Gold Medallist in a Team Event(Table Tennis) in Udghosh-2012 

 Gold Medallist in Individual Tournament(Table Tennis) in Udghosh-2012 

 Silver Medallist in a Team Event(Table Tennis) in Udghosh-2010, 2011 

 Gold Medallist in a Team Event(Table Tennis) in Freshers’ Varchasva’10 and Varchasva’10,’11 2011 and 
Inferno’12  

 Silver Medallist in a Team Event(Basketball) in Freshers’ Varchasva’10 and Varchasva’10 

       
      Others 

 Member of the Runner-Up Team in Dramatics in Galaxy-2011 

 Leader of the Winning Team in the event “ Election Simulation” in Galaxy-2012 

 Secretary, Hindi Sahitya Sabha-2011 

 Founder of the event “Awaaz-Radio event” in Spectrum-2011  

 Student Guide, Counselling Service 

 Link Student, Counselling Service 

 

 


